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From: Maier, Brent

Sent: Mon 5/19/2014 8:32:00 PM
Subject: EPA HQ Press Release: EPA Finalizes Standards to Protect Fish, Aquatic Life from Cooling
Water Intakes

Dear Colleagues:

The following press release is being issued today by the EPA Headquarters press
office. If you have questions or need any additional information, please give me a call.

Regards,
Brent Maier

Congressional Liaison
Telephone: 415.947.4256
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Ortiz.Julia@epa.gov
202-564-1931

202-564-4355

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 19,2014

EPA Finalizes Standards to Protect Fish, Aquatic Life from
Cooling Water Intakes

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today finalized standards
to protect billions of fish and other aquatic life drawn each year into cooling water systems at
large power plants and factories. This final rule is required by the Clean Water Act to address
site-specific challenges, and establishes a common sense framework, putting a premium on
public input and flexibility for facilities to comply.

An estimated 2.1 billion fish, crabs, and shrimp are killed annually by being pinned against
cooling water intake structures (impingement) or being drawn into cooling water systems and
affected by heat, chemicals, or physical stress (entrainment). To protect threatened and
endangered species and critical habitat, the expertise of the Fish & Wildlife Service and National
Marine Fisheries Service is available to inform decisions about control technologies at individual
facilities.

“EPA is making it clear that if you have cooling water intakes you have to look at the impact on
aquatic life in local waterways and take steps to minimize that impact,” said Nancy Stoner,
acting Assistant Administrator for Water at EPA.

The final rule establishes requirements under the Clean Water Act for all existing power
generating facilities and existing manufacturing and industrial facilities that withdraw more than
2 million gallons per day of water from waters of the U.S. and use at least 25 percent of the
water they withdraw exclusively for cooling purposes. This rule covers roughly 1,065 existing
facilities —521 of these facilities are factories, and the other 544 are power plants. The
technologies required under the rule are well-understood, have been in use for several decades,
and are in use at over 40 percent of facilities.

The national requirements, which will be implemented through National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permits, are applicable to the location, design, construction, and
capacity of cooling water intake structures at these facilities and are based on the best technology
available for minimizing environmental impact. The rule establishes a strong baseline level of
protection and then allows additional safeguards for aquatic life to be developed through site-
specific analysis, an approach that ensures the best technology available is used. It puts
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implementation analysis in the hands of the permit writers so requirements can be tailored to the
particular facility.

There are three components to the final regulation.

« Existing facilities that withdraw at least 25 percent of their water from an adjacent
waterbody exclusively for cooling purposes and have a design intake flow of
greater than 2 million gallons per day are required to reduce fish impingement. To
ensure flexibility, the owner or operator of the facility will be able to choose one of
seven options for meeting best technology available requirements for reducing
impingement.

« Facilities that withdraw very large amounts of water — at least 125 million gallons
per day — are required to conduct studies to help the permitting authority determine
what site-specific entrainment mortality controls, if any, will be required. This
process will include public input.

« New units at an existing facility that are built to increase the generating capacity of
the facility are be required to reduce the intake flow to a level similar to a closed
cycle, recirculation system. Closed cycle systems are the most effective at
reducing entrainment. This can be done by incorporating a closed-cycle system
into the design of the new unit, or by making other design changes equivalent to
the reductions associated with closed-cycle cooling.

More information: htip://water.epa.gov/lawsress/lawsguidance/cwa/316b/

R127

Brent Maier

Congressional Liaison

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3)

San Francisco, CA 94105

Ph: 415.947.4256
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